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7th Army Takes Bitche

Tth Army in January, fell to
day-of the co-ordinated 3d-
and Rhemsh Palatinate.

7 3d Spans Mosel Twice
InLink-Up PushSouth

Troops of the 7th Army, punching east and north through
the outer Siegfried Line positions on a 50-mile front between
ucken and Haguenau, yesterday captured the fortress

town of Bitche, 20 miles southeast of Saarbru
Eltche pivot point of the Germans' drive against the

icken.

the 100th Div. on the second
rmy drive into the Saarland

As the 3d and Tth tightened their 200-mile vise around
two German armies, tanks of the 4th Armored Div. sliced 15
miles through the 3d Army’s Mosel River bridgehead.
Jumping off at noon Thursday, the 4th Arme

ored dmve

1st Army Troops
Cut Super Road
'TwiceNear Hovel

By DAN REGAN
Staff Correspondent
WITH IST ARMY, March 16—

First Army troops foday captured
south of

Div. cut the superhighway in two

5 | miles northeast of Honnef,
h Army captured Bitche yesterday in the | heading (he southward-pushing afm, moved 15
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Biggest B-29 Fire-Raid Hits Kobe

Japan to Link Army
And State to
Meet Crisis

LE
UAM, March 11 (Saturday)
Amg

heaviest bombin; yet
ade on any Japanese city.

A very large force of B-29s
—probably more than 300—hit
Kobe, whicl the prineipal
port of . the _chief

.and marine engine pi
The target
five square mile:

Japs Change Set-Up
Radio Tokyo reports indi-
cated yesterday that Japan, in
the midst of serious reverses
at home and abroad, had made
a major change in her method

of conducting the war.
A Sapancst refugees sought
to evacuate Tokyo in the after-
s set by

government and Japanese imperial
(Continued on page 8)

area totaled aboul |

Iwo Battle Won, Navy Declares;
Japs Pay 5-1 for U.S. Death To'l

GUAM, March 16 (ANS)—Adm. | and 5itinvaded the island Feb.
Chester W. Nimitz' 15 and Tound It even more bitierly
announced tonight m.n S batie | derended than T

Iwo has been won. Conauest of W gives American

Casualties of the three Marine | forces an air base from which
divisions which - conqu hiers can escort bombers a
Small but fough island included | tacking the enemy homeland, and
4189 men killed. Most of the origi- | from which bombers smaller’than
nal Jap garrison of 20000 has | Superloriresses €hn aita Japan.
been wiped uncement of the vic-

out
The. three divisions—the 3d, 4th (Contmuedion page 8

Turning On the Heat
RN 7

Figures show tonnage of new-type incendiaries dropped by B-29s
on’ Japan's three greatest cities in five days.
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Bridgehead; Police
Aid Cologne Work

AEF, March 16 (AP)—Mili-
tary government, s established
n the Rem:

wigh the prosecution of
In Col where military gov-

e Gon” afer bel
American_investigators as politi-
cally unobjectionable.
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§ e el o e
e wooded Hunsbruck pla-
teau. now nine miles wide and
ten miles deep, to enter Slm-
mern, 25 miles
e Bk Saptored ntack
4 vehicular bridge across th
mer Ri
The main bridgehead
| tpe 4" Army's 5t “and
while (o new J rossings of
(orced. North of
rmy

‘T the big central bridgehead, 5t

Div. doughs gained four miles
southeast along a seven.mile tront
and cleared s in an area

from 17 to 20 miles. southwest of
Coblenz. They found roadblocks
unmanne

Infantry of the 90th Div., on the
porthern flank, Tepelled

ve ten miles
south of Coblenz.
Along with the capture of Bit
other 7th Army troops dr
(Continued on page 8)

:12 Air Commands
Blast Saarland

m bombers of the 1st TAF
and J0t TAC yesierday plowed
shead of the co-ordinated Tth and
Army_drive, leavi

of lame between R e mon
the Rhine Rive

Tree hundred medium and light
bombers of the 19th smashed at
communications from Saarbrucken
astered ~strong-

rmy forces

t
and east of the Trier-Saarburg

sector.
First TAF planes flew mord
than 1300 sorties ov Tth

wide confusion
el-Rhine _triangle,
jammed with refugees, ambulances,
Lonvoys and scatiered vehi
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- 7th Army Captures Bitche, 3d Adds 2 Mosel Bridgeheads

Patchmen Seize‘\ - Maiines. H"‘ on Iwo Yanks Refuse Casualty Swap
Town Nazis Used | And Wind Up by Gaining 45

]n January Driv e i By JAMES CANNON, Sfaff Correspondent

HE 94TH INF. DIV., Germany, March 16—They stopped

the counterattack, and when it Was over the aid station at Lampaden
(Continued from page 1)

within 1000 yards of Saarbrucken,

was crowded with the wounded. There were 20 of ours and 14

tor 'k flying a Red Cre k il
rincipal city in Germany's rich | and Started back for Irsch: “he time he was cap-
ey also crossed the Blies River | e L ihaa | ordlves GRcl e, S SR
in the Sarreguemines sector broken through, and the convoy | the wounded; managed fo_break

4 rs ¥
Eoe Hnpanc Drivor™ W’"‘ road block outside of Lampaden. | radio the Germans tried to force
| About moon of that day Sgt.|himto use. He had also kicked
| Woodrow J. Boyett, of Wetumpka, | and smashed the lelescopic sights
Ala., and a German noncom came | of an American tank gun the Ger-
into’ Obersehn with a_ proposition | mans atiempted to u
i e

d . »
Argne: for wounded St | Even Nazis Quet

Germans, the road block message

Opposing the 7th Army, it was
disclosed, are elements of the Ger-
man 1st' Army. The German 7th|

nee destroyed at Falaise |

in noes, faces
9nth a stated, the Americans could send 3
- A:'::yx R e Armored TRE A, e oo e on B erlm Fron t
o oudt told Boyett,

AGEE i o Rl b | Wiio ba8 vehosed uenaed Ak n sources reported last
Tat. Div. and the 101st Cav. Grou two bazooka sh d made di- | night that the R y was car-
in the Volkingen-Sarreguemines rect hits on the jeep he was driv- | rying out five offensives in widel
area advanced ~slowly, meeting ing, that it was an impossible deal | scattered areas fro itic

shneip ovnosnfugx‘t;ﬂ:;‘;ggﬂhnn;‘ seen our defenses. But Lt. Cloudt | front directly east of Berlin was

stalled until dusk, when Boyett | not listed.

of '-“* o | and the German sergeant started | The most powerful of the Rus- :
fgeen 1on tox 63d | bac) | sian drives, according to the Nazi
he 634 was_battling | The * German sergeant didn't | was directed against Stettin. Mar-
hasigh oy \\ell defended Sieg- | want to go. He said he had an | shal Gregory Zhukov's forces in
fried ferrain cast of Sarreguemines | aunt and uncle in Baltimore, and | that sector were reported to have
the Div. risoner was closer 10| proken into the port's inner de-

bein,
Baltimore than being a soldier at | tense line.
S DO U he o e
3 v made him go. reportedly di ‘azainst * th
sandy bole’ ltered with dead Jape 15 8l (hat hioizm of &/ Jop. | The Rext motnine Lt Carmen | SS2Oredl CEetod 0 e
fenants atler Marines fought thelr way onie | M. iz, s hdod ths o

(wo Jima against such tough pcsitions as th ad | vehicle convoy “of the wounded,
aatherneck o1 the a Marine Div. survevs ihe sitution, to” Chmpader
e ienty. 1054 and s T — —

B e 'n o
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mile, soling inip four ui Vg lwo Battle Won, Navy D?clares, of Bowiimg Green. Ky. ATl v | 58
sel sector had to do was sweat out the pos- | " "irie Stettin area, Zhukov's

arly indic o

ibility of their  deciding o i
e o £l i A Bar it aas  meflilacy
closely by Infantry, had outla ktd’ aps ay ol' e 0 our wounded. But next day Rami- | pombardment, attacked Germans

Tan into stron; tance clearing
town of schnbb ch, a

Div. reacned\ A

Do rouad ovcrioeking the Yilage

of Barenthal. nine miles southeast

Silacking  German forces stll
trying to break through to the

o8

2 i seriously |
the Nazis' Mosel Line. Capita Sicae our seriously | gijj holding out on the east side
e amons Lersious Avsateg | (Continued Jrom Page 1) ——— | prounded and saiq_ the Cermans| f the'Oder River, Beriin reporied:
position, the 94th Inf. Div. rolled | tory said that In addition to '.hel e e sy e Germans said that a big
&p five miles on the Wwestern por- | Marines killed 15303 were||Fhings A -,- h e e a6 varioug | tank_batile was Tought on_the
o of that line in the woodlands | wounded and 44 listed as missing gs Are Toug Thncs By'tne € (C' lected 2 10Us | 1ok way southeast of the Stettin
southeast of Trier while the 20tn | A considerable number of the FiOnay bridge and _that house-to-hose
made similar gains in the | wounded were returned to action.
Schiwarizwald Forest J‘;ns}{ oy, Vice-Adm. Rih- "Taint So, Says LT
mond Kelly Turner, x|
I xobe Bombod || Eobi, st silold Thees | WASHINGTON, March 16 (AF)
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that the U.S.




Youga Job for 63d
The 63d Inf. Div. was battling

2d
high groum‘}nvvr)nukmg the village
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bche
thc Hardt mountains
and e Watentu, 103 and Soth Int.
more than a
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beadaatiers had been "fused into
one

A enoetorth, it was said, Premier
o will sit in at im-

the
”in view of the ©
situation and with the approval of

ated Press dispatch

g

Rowertun that it even could ignore
Japanese treaties with other coun-
ies.
development in  Japan
came soon after. nree great Amer;
which fired
Japans congested indus-
{rial eitiess Tokyo, Nagoya and

a.
e Tokyn corresnagdent of the
ey reported

loa
longings of people evacuating the
-iy”

A sandy hole littered with dead Japs is all that remains
ancse pllbox and s tenan
the beaches of Iwo

bees

irne
of U S. et amphiblous torces
had announc r fight”
ing is finished

%nis morning’s communique said
that Marines still were fighting on
Iwo, inching closer to Kitano
and_moj i

ground, in the air and on ¥
sald Ak that the cost “no
A e e carefully

the island as an operating base and
{heeding ultimate defeat of Japan.”

Iwo Fields are B-29 Haven

t _approximately
escaped prob-
Amer-

e Marianas, the

spokesman said.

Since Iwo had been eliminated
as an_enemy base to spot Super-
forts in flight and relay warnings
to Japan

80 Pet. of Mandalay Taken

MANDALAY. March 16 (UP)—
British and Indian troops contro}
four-fifths of Mandalay, and Japa-
nese-held Fort Dufferin is virtually

The

vehicle c
came

askang if she wopld mail some \u,‘,ed ot

a road block behind our lines. But
they made him go.

next morning Lt Carmen
M. Ramirez, who headed the two-

"By tms time the road block was |

id Capt. John N. Smith
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Things Are Tough || rnd block collected at variovs | pignway southeast of the Tiettin

On the H Erant || i =2 brigge that, house-to-house

ik 7 fghting raged in the fowns of Kle-

mST DIV, March 16 | | Taint So, Says Roosevelt bow and Bruenken, the Tatter only

e et d three miles south of the port and
2ot had in'the 28ih Tof. Keees || WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) | o miles ast of the river

=5 J&mes Penr ote G Roosevelt said today | Last night's Soviet communique

i yle in ‘Tenn., government had re- | announced the capture of Greif-

thing at_all B e | cphagen on the Oder 12 miles south
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rC'rab s Eye View of Europe

They have no Boaucoups.

rand do? A W

Drive Wedge Into | |}
Jap Shimbu Line

MANILA, March 16 (ANS)—

U. S. troops have driven a wedge
fvo miles deep info the crumbling
mbu_Line on Luzon, perhaps
trapping several thousand Japa-

nese.

himbu_Line, roughly 15
miles cast of Mordia; was eracked
when infantrymen seized a net-
otk of roady, cutiing off an es.
cape Toute. for lArge Japanese G

Descrucuon ot (i b Line
was bein; by a new skip-

bombing oo, S
sent ponth sidSaing o

esuths. of fughels and caves H U, 5. SUPPLY FORCES, Belsium —Sabmarine soldiers,”
Bty fhe Japa they Ell these GI who go beneath tho sea

5. & troops, <icaring the shores e o A e divegs” fenders of "toe 1033 Eng. Port and
of Betarae Bay ba the southern | Const. Gp. have spent more than 1488 hours under the waters of

oast of Luzon, wiped out an en- | European harbors stac e Continent July 13.
emy barge cnncennquon and dis- They started out reconstructing the Cherbourg docks and have
rs enemy force at- | since king on other harbor facilities. Their work is in an
rds as unexploded

ed
legp?—ml to/1and &t Bolo.

danao, Americans have

j?

enlarged
width of more than 28 miles.

gn rush fobe. Ome of them, Cpl.
has spe

& 54 hours in the ‘section of Davy Jones’



