W LLI AM FENIMDRE GRAY

Borm: April 1%, 1862
Qter Creek, Tama County, Iowa
Farents: Allen M. and Loui sa Sophia (Morse) Gay
Brothers:s  ADS Hezekiah, Edwi n Appleton
Sister: Lula Eugenia Mrse

Married: Annie Electra Brasted, Septenmber 1, 1686
in Annie's parents hone at Schalier
(Sohaller), lowa by Rev. Heilner

Died: January 3¢, 1954 in FPueblo, Jefferson
County, Colorado

Willtiam Gay was born to teachers and farmers in |owa,
Allen H  +farmed during the season and taught school during
the winter. Louisa was also a teacher. Will grew up on the
+arm and while plowing received the call to be a preacher.

In 1384 William entered the University of Chicago. In the
next few years he became a student pastor and then a pastor.
After marrying Annie he again went to school tor a year.

Witliam met Anni e when he went back to his parents' farmto
settle the estate after the death of his father. William
organized a revival meeting and Annie, a school teacher, was
one ot the converts. They nmarried shortly after they mat.

Seven years after Wiltiam and Annie were married the couple
and the children |l eft a pastorate in lowa to go to Hankow,
Chi na as m ssionaries of the American Baptist Missionary
Union. In 1897 They relocated to Rangoon, Burma as pastor

of the English speaking Immanuel Baptist Church. Allan
Brasted Gay 1iked to tell that his father William played
the piano and the p=ople sang sonetinmes in the style of the
Salvation Army. The m ssionaries also fed the people. This
was to attract people to the church. | suppose this is
where we get the wmupression "rice Christians.”

During the family’s stay in China Wwilliam had the experience
that he titles "The Ambush" and wites about it in his
diary.

"The Ambush" Early in 1896 wite’'s health became |nmpaired
because of expectant notherhood and | joined with other

m ssionaries in Hankow and kEisuking to open kuling as a
permanent resort for peopls who needed to get away from the
extremely urnhealthy conditions in the lTow Yang Tse valley
cities and m ssion stations during the hot sumer ssason.




